
Staff Directory

Employment Services, Supported Employment Services
& On the Job Training

Primary Contacts:
Director(s):
Devin O’Connor, Nastassia (Sashy) O’Connor, Matti Wieczorek, Angelica Meredith

Employment Specialist Team:

Senior Employment Specialists: Bryan, Ashley, Tiffany
Employment Specialists:
Ashlyn, Nervin, Sara, Sarah, Valentina, Melissa, Mike, Bridgette, Bernice, Steve

Vocational Evaluations

Primary Contacts:
Bridgette Canal: Tampa Units 15B and 15D, Brandon Unit 15E, & Plant City Unit 15EA, New
Port Richey Unit 16B, Dade City Unit 16C, & Tampa Unit 15C, St. Petersburg Units 14B and
14C, St. Pete Unit 14D, & Largo Unit 14A

Bernice McCoy: Winter Haven Unit 17AA & Lakeland Unit 17A

Vocational Evaluator Team:
Bridgette, Bernice, Chris, Betsy (Night and Weekend Tech), Mesha (Tech), Shelby (Tech)

Pre-Employment
Training

Self-Advocacy Peer Mentoring

Primary Contact: Valentina

All Employment Specialists teach a
portion of this class

Primary Contact: Valentina

Devin, Sashy, Bryan,
Ashley, Steve, Ashlyn, Valentina A,

Mesha, Tiffany

Primary Contact: Mesha

Mesha, Devin, Sashy, Valentina V
and Nervin, Amber

WIPA Discovery & Customized Employment

Primary Contact: Sarah Storck
Sarah, Devin, Matti, Michele, Alexander

Primary Contact: Bridgette Canal
Matti, Bridgette, Ashlyn, Devin
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Contact List
Executive Directors

Devin O’Connor
Executive Director
813-843-1324  devin@thegrowgroup.org

Sashy O’Connor
Director of Operations
813-325-9384  sashy@thegrowgroup.org

Assistant Directors

Matti Wieczorek
Assist. Dir. of Employment Services
727-877-0717  matti@thegrowgroup.org

Angelica Meredith -
angelica@thegrowgroup.org
Assist. Dir. of Operations  813-402-4018 ext 0

Office Team

Valentina Velasquez -
valentina@thegrowgroup.org
Admin Assist. /Employment Specialist
813-402-4018 ext 721

Chad Roberts
chad@thegrowgroup.org
Employment Services Technician
813-402-4018 ext 704

Employment Specialists

Steve Nyilas
Senior ES/ Job Developer
813-966-8818
steve@thegrowgroup.org

Ashley Asleson
Senior Employment Specialist
352-598-4704
ashley.a@thegrowgroup.org

Bryan Flores
Senior Employment Specialist
813-412-0334
bryan@thegrowgroup.org

Tiffany Quinlan
Senior Employment Specialist
813-435-9893
tiffany@thegrowgroup.org

Ashlyn Ottersbach
Employment Specialist/ Virtual Services
Coordinator
813-419-7426
ashlyn@thegrowgroup.org

Nervin Lovinsky
Employment Specialist
813-444-8874
nervin@thegrowgroup.org

Sara Connell
Employment Specialist
571-719-7715
sara.c@thegrowgroup.org

Sarah Wilson
Employment Specialist
240-682-0701
sarah.w@thegrowgroup.org

Shelby Nurse
Youth Training Specialist
727-667-9505
shelby@thegrowgroup.org

Melissa Nieves
Employment Specialist
813-402-4018 ext. 713
melissa@thegrowgroup.org

Valentina Arcila
Youth Training Specialist
727-487-2309
V.arcila@thegrowgroup.org

Michael Akers
Employment Specialist
813-421-4235
michael@thegrowgroup.org

Office Line Extensions - Phone # 813-402-4018
Angelica 0, Devin 700, Sashy 701, Steve 702, Bryan 703, Matti 706, Ashley 714, Bernice 715, Bridgette 717, Tiffany

720, Valentina 721, Nervin 707, Mike 705, Wilson 723, Melissa 713, Valentina A, 716, Chad 704

mailto:michael@thegrowgroup.org


Contact List
Vocational Evaluators

Bridgette Canal, MA, CRC
Vocational Evaluator
727-778-0360
bridgette@thegrowgroup.org

Bernice McCoy, Ph.D. Public Health
Vocational Evaluator/Employment Specialist
813-485-6817
bernice@thegrowgroup.org

Sara Connell
Vocational Evaluator
571-719-7715
sara.c@thegrowgroup.org

Chris Lee
Vocational Evaluator
727-342-0047
chris@thegrowgroup.org

Vocational Evaluation Technicians

Mesha Hill
Vocational Evaluation Technician
813-532-9567
mesha@thegrowgroup.org

Betsy Broome
Vocational Evaluation Technician
507-589-8848
betsy@thegrowgroup.org

Benefit Specialist (WIPA) CCIR Trainer (North Florida)

Sarah Storck
Senior Work Incentives
Practitioner
203-417-6231
sarah.s@thegrowgroup.
org

Michele Wells
Work Incentives
Practitioner
540-588-0156
michele@thegrowgr
oup.org

Alexander Escobar
Work Incentives
Practitioner
(540) 892-0785
Alexander@thegrowgro
up.org

Sarah Fernandez
CCIR Trainer
sarah.f@thegrowgroup.
org
904-599-1190

Peer Mentors

Amber Boivin
Peer Mentor
727-215-5017
amber@thegrowgroup.org

Carter Wegner
Peer Mentor
701-540-7603
carter@thegrowgroup.org

Sarah Babbitt
Peer Mentor
813-943-3810
S.babbitt@thegrowgroup.org

Office Line Extensions - Phone # 813-402-4018
Angelica 0, Devin 700, Sashy 701, Steve 702, Bryan 703, Matti 706, Ashley 714, Bernice 715, Bridgette 717, Tiffany

720, Valentina 721, Nervin 707, Mike 705, Wilson 723, Melissa 713, Valentina A, 716, Chad 704

mailto:Alexander@thegrowgroup.org
mailto:Alexander@thegrowgroup.org


Contact List

Spanish Speaking Team Members

Bryan Flores
Senior Employment Specialist
813-412-0334
bryan@thegrowgroup.org

Bernice McCoy, Ph.D. Public
Health
Vocational Evaluator
813-485-6817
bernice@thegrowgroup.org

Alexander Escobar
Work Incentives Practitioner
(540) 892-0785
Alexander@thegrowgroup.org

Valentina Velasquez -
Admin Assist. /Employment
Specialist
813-402-4018 ext 721
valentina@thegrowgroup.org

Melissa Nieves
Employment Specialist
813-402-4018 ext. 713
melissa@thegrowgroup.org

Valentina Arcila
Youth Training Specialist
727-487-2309
V.arcila@thegrowgroup.org

Office Line Extensions - Phone # 813-402-4018
Angelica 0, Devin 700, Sashy 701, Steve 702, Bryan 703, Matti 706, Ashley 714, Bernice 715, Bridgette 717, Tiffany

720, Valentina 721, Nervin 707, Mike 705, Wilson 723, Melissa 713, Valentina A, 716, Chad 704

mailto:Alexander@thegrowgroup.org

